
1970: Earned B.A. in 
   English with minors in 
     Spanish & secondary
    education at Spelman 
College in Atlanta, GA

                     2016-present: 
                    Founder & 
                 CEO of 
               Communities 
            Who Know, Inc., a 
         non-profit focused    
       on collaborative 
  solutions for complex 
challenges

1971: Earned M.A. 
in English Language 
with a Minor Area in 
Linguistics at the 
     University of 
        Michigan, Ann                    
             Arbor, MI

             1975: Earned D.A. in  
           English Language with 
       a Minor Area in Linguistics  
    at the University of  
    Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI

2000: Published  
Traces of a 
Stream: Literacy 
& Social Change 
Among African 
American 
Women

         2010-2020: 
       Endowed Professor, 
           Dean, Professor Emerita 
              at the Georgia Institute     

       of Technology

1992-2010: 
Professor, 
Dean, Senior 
Vice Provost & 
Executive Dean, 
Professor Emerita 
at The Ohio State 
University

Many thanks to Dr. Royster for providing content for this poster as well as consent to be honored.

          2011-2016: Founded    
       and served as Executive 
    Sponsor & Principal Investigator 
of Westside Communities Alliance

THE DEPARTMENT OF WRITING, 
RHETORIC, & DIGITAL STUDIES HONORS

SELECTED HONORS
2017  Leaders & Legends: Pioneer Award granted 

by the Georgia Institute of Technology Black 
Alumni Organization

2014  Elected to Fellow of the Rhetoric Society of 
America

2004 Exemplar Award granted by the Conference 
on College Composition and Communication

2001  Mina P. Shaughnessy Prize for Best Book in 
the Teaching of English granted by the 
Modern Language Association for Traces of a 
Stream: Literacy and Social Change among 
African American Women

R H E T O R I C A L  S T U D I E S  •   W O M E N ’ S  
S T U D I E S   •   L I T E R A C Y  S T U D I E S

1971
1970

1975

1976
-

1992

2016
-

present

J A C Q U E L I N E  
J O N E S  R O Y S T E R

1976-1992:  Professor, Associate 
Dean, Research Associate in the 

Women’s Center, Writing Program 
Director at Spelman College, GA
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-

2010
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-
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-

2016

RESEARCH & IMPACT
Dr. Royster’s groundbreaking research 
established the centrality of African American 
women’s literacy practices to rhetoric and 
composition. As a community-engaged 
scholar, she has continued to lead the field by 
founding a campus-community partnership 
and non-profit focused on collaborative 
solutions for complex urban issues. Dr. Royster 
is a professor emerita at two universities and 
has held numerous leadership and mentoring 
positions in the field.

     1975-1976: Assistant  
   Professor of English, 
  Clayton Junior 
College, Morrow, GA

1975
-

1976

1997: Published 
Southern Horrors and 
Other Writings: The 
Anti-Lynching Campaign 
of Ida B. Wells, 1892-1900

2012

2012: Co-authored 
Feminist Rhetorical 

Practices: New Horizons 
for Rhetoric, Composition, 

& LIteracy Studies


